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Up at The Hi 
Tim’s cousin, Susan, was the first to visit the 
McTyson’s new home (purchased at the end of 2014) 
in Atlanta. They were still very much in the dreaded 
“moving in” stage. She had just been to the Atlanta 
High Museum of Art that day with a friend of hers. 

When she walked in the door, the first thing she 
exclaimed was, “Your home looks just like The High 
Museum sitting up here on the hill!”  

The name stuck: The Hi – which is also a nod to the 
extreme friendliness of the neighborhood. 

Those who know Tim and Steve know they name 
everything: their cars, their houses, on and on. With 
the name, The Hi, so early established, they set about 
furnishing their contemporary home, built in 2014 by 
Brian Craig, who also lives in the neighborhood, with 
many of the modern art and designs they have 
increasingly grown to love.  

This book, a work in progress, features many of the 
pieces that are on display at our home and is one of 
the ways they enjoy sharing our home with our 
guests. 

Digital Watercolor of The Hi, 2015
Welcome!
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I’m Forever Thinking of You  – Rolf Armstrong

Dear Heart and 
Additional Media 

The sheet music cover to 
Dear Heart is in a very 
similar style to that of Rolf 
Armstrong, but the artist is 
actually unknown. The 
original cover was 
significantly damaged in 
much of the lower bottom 
right. In fact, much of the 
text in that area had to be 
completely reconstructed. 
Tim scanned the original 
cover and repaired it using 
Photoshop. 

As mentioned above, Tim 
found a recording of Dear 
Heart made by the Victor 
Talking Machine Company in 
Camden, New Jersey. The 
recording is part of The 
Library of Congress 
collection and appears to 
have been recorded before            
1910, according to the dates 

on the label. To listen to the recording of the song, click on this link.

Dear Heart  – Unknown

http://www.timtyson.us/up-on-the-hi@wct/audio/Dear-Heart-by-Polla.mp3
http://www.timtyson.us/up-on-the-hi@wct/audio/Dear-Heart-by-Polla.mp3


 3

Rolf Armstrong (1889 – 1960, age 70) 

The Artist 
Educated at the Art Institute of Chicago, the illustrator, Rolph 
Armstrong, was known for his stunning pin-up work in the 20’s and 
30’s. 

Rolf Armstrong, the artist, was born in Bay City, 
Michigan on April 21, 1889, to Richard and Harriet 
(Scott) Armstrong. His father owned the Boy-
Line Fire Boat Company, which included a line of 
passenger ships. Some were deployed in Chicago 
for use at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893. 
However, the father’s business and family were 
struggling, and the family homestead was lost to 
foreclosure. In 1899, the family moved to Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Rolf’s father died in 1903, and a year later he and 
his mother moved to Seattle, Washington, 
following the footsteps of his oldest brother, 
William, who had moved there a year earlier. By 
now Rolf’s artistic interests were emerging from 
more than a part-time pleasure. 

He moved to Chicago in 1908, where he later 
studied at the Art Institute. He then went on to 
New York, where he studied with Robert Henri. 
After a trip to Paris in 1919 to study at the 
Académie Julian, he returned to New York and 
established a studio. In 1921 he went to 
Minneapolis to study calendar production at 
Brown & Bigelow. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, his work appeared 
on many pieces of sheet music, as well as on the 
covers of many magazines. Many stars posed for  
his portraits, including Mary Pickford, Greta 
Garbo, and even Boris Karloff. 

Armstrong’s work for the Pictorial Review was largely responsible 
for that magazine achieving a circulation of more than two million 
by 1926. A year later, he was the best selling calendar artist at 
Brown & Bigelow. In 1930, RCA hired him to paint pin-ups to 

advertise their products, and in 1933 the Thomas 
D. Murphy Calendar Company signed him to 
produce a series of paintings for  their line. 

Rolf Armstrong died in 1960 on the island of 
Oahu, Hawaii, as one of the best “pin-up” 
artists of the first half of the twentieth century. 

The Backstory 
In the 1990‘s, one of Tim’s colleagues, Jo-Anne 
Preston, gave him a box of very old sheet 
music printed at the beginning of that century. 
(Jo-Anne had received the music from her 
Great Aunt Mary, who she says is now smiling 
down from heaven.) Unfortunately, the music 
was badly degraded from age. Tim carefully 
scanned and printed four of the more 
interesting covers and hung them as art in his 
home in Decatur. 

About two decades later, Steve suggested the 
images be printed in large format for The Hi, 
which Tim did. Additionally, you can listen to a 
Victor recording of Dear Heart, one of the 
pieces of music whose cover was printed for 
display, by clicking this link to the old 
recording from the Library of Congress.

Rolph Armstrong (self portrait,1914)

http://www.timtyson.us/up-on-the-hi@wct/audio/Dear-Heart-by-Polla.mp3
http://www.timtyson.us/up-on-the-hi@wct/audio/Dear-Heart-by-Polla.mp3
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Grapes – Patty Baker

Seven Apples – Patty Baker
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Patty Baker 

The Artist 
Patty Baker, BFA, has been an 
artist all her life, and has been 
painting professionally for the 
past 18 years, including 
interior and exterior murals in 
homes and schools, graphics 
work, fine art prints, and 
original acrylic paintings. Her 
work for the past few years 
has been focused on original 
paintings and she has sold 
over 2000 paintings to art 
lovers around the world. Her 
work is mostly representative 
with a twist of abstract in 

terms of color, rendering and composition. She uses the 
highest quality, artist-grade acrylic paints and custom-made 
canvases. Her work is noted for her vibrant landscapes, lively 
still life paintings, and celebration of color relationships. 

Artist’s Statement 
Art is an essential part of living. Art has the ability to express 
and convey every human experience. Art is powerful and fills 
our lives with beauty and expression. Art is my joy! I focus on 
the power of color and color relationships in my work. I like 
my images to feel bold and alive, and I do this through the 
juxtaposition of colors that create exciting and vibrant 
compositions. I also love to create the illusion of light and 
atmosphere, especially in my landscapes. 

The Background 
We found these two pieces in a frame shop in Decatur and 
thought they would work well in the kitchen.
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Night and Day  (partial photograph) – Henry Callahan
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Henry Callahan 
Background 
After moving back to 
Atlanta and choosing a 
modern, contemporary 
home, we had to explore 
new artwork that reflected 
contemporary stylistic 
sensibilities. Tim began 
hitting the local galleries. 
While walking through the 
Reiknike Gallery he entered 
a room displaying this piece 
by Henry Callahan and 
exclaimed, “If my husband 
Steve were here, he would 
write you a check right now 
for that piece. He loves 
color, and this piece pops 
color off the wall.” Edna, the 
gallery owner responded, 
“I’m liking Steve more and 

more.” Tim’s words were indeed prophetic. Today Henry’s 
piece hangs in the column of light that makes up the center 
of our home. 

Biography 
Henry Callahan has gained invaluable experience working in 
the marketing communications and advertising fields, and 
through travel, painting and drawing while immersed in the 
customs of various cultures. 

During his formative years, he worked as a graphic designer 
and marketing professional while expanding his knowledge 
of art history.  

Living and working in New York City was an especially 
productive time during which he studied the works of master 
Abstract Expressionist and Impressionist painters, spending 
many hours in the city’s museums. 

A Georgia native, Callahan has lived and worked in New York, 
Philadelphia, DC, Baltimore, and Fort Lauderdale before 
recently relocating to Atlanta where he now concentrates his 
time painting and traveling. 

Artist’s Statement 
My paintings are Expressionist works that reference Nature: 
earth, sky and oceans. Even more specifically: mountains, 
deserts, underwater, forests, plains, lakes, the heavens…. our 
natural world. Nature speaks to, influences and inspires me 
to create works that reflect how I see the universe 
interacting with our lives and the  
environment in which we live. By channeling nature, I am the 
medium through which these paintings manifest themselves. 

My paintings are Abstract, but more than that, they are 
extensions of feelings and emotions inspired by their subject 
matter. Travel has broadened my view of the world and these 
paintings reflect my love of differing parts of the earth 
reflected here. The titles speak of place and location. 

Intense and subtle color combinations are created by 
multiple layers of transparent and opaque paint which evoke 
a dialogue between the canvas and viewer. Nature speaks 
through these works to those who listen and see, beyond 
Abstraction. 

My goal is not only to communicate, but more so to 
challenge the viewer to see nature in ways not anticipated; 
when this occurs, I feel that I have succeeded.
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Un-named  – Jean-Claude Carsuzan
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Jean-Claude Carsuzan 
The Artist 
Born in Bordeaux, France, Jean-Claude Carsuzan (b. 1938) 
began painting at an early age. He was accepted to the 
Bordeaux Art School, which he attended for six years. His 
work began to be shown in exhibitions and shows in Paris 
and the French provinces, and his first one-man exhibition 
was in 1960 at the age of only 22. 

Since the age of 13, he exhibited paintings in over 100 
different shows in England, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, 
Hong Kong, Japan and the U.S., among others. Carsuzan has 
also painted numerous murals and done mosaics for both 
public and private collections. 

In 1964 he left teaching and the stage production of scenery 
to dedicate himself exclusively to painting. Since 1983, the 
Mediterranean basin has served as a primary source of 
inspiration for Jean-Claude, especially the Isles of Cyclades. 

He has received commissions for his work from the French 
government and his sculpture can be found in corporate and 
public spaces throughout France. In addition to Orders from 
the French State, the awards he has received have been 
extensive, including numerous grand prizes and an honorary 
doctorate punctuating a very active career. 

The Background 
Stricken with the vibrant colors, Tim acquired this signed, 
limited edition serigraph on paper in 2003 while cruising the 
Caribbean.
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Wired  – John Douglas Cline
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John Douglas Cline 
The Artist 
John Douglas Cline was born in Kansas, but raised in Phoenix, Arizona. Douglas’ first 
creative influences grew from his interactions with the vast diversity and awe inspiring 
delicacy of the landscape of the American Southwest. John pursued an education in fine 
art by attending Arizona State University. He also he studied painting and various other 
forms of art media in California. 

The artist’s passion for travel has taken him around the globe and back. Favorite 
retreats include Thailand, Florence, Vienna, Prague, and the Amalfi coast, all of which 
have provided him with profound inspiration that overflows in his work. Douglas is 
willing to go, literally, to the ends of the earth to seek out the objects and ethos of 
exotic places to translate into his painting. He greatly admires both the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York and the Tate Gallery in London and, although he has 
visited each of them countless times, he still finds the experience poignant and 
moving. Douglas acknowledges the profundity of such modern artists as Francis 

Bacon and Salvador Dali as stimulating and adding impetus and reinvent himself by 
exploring new mediums such as vibrant, abstract painting on multi-dimensional steel 

and copper wall sculptures, painted wood-construction wall reliefs and painted glass. 

John Douglas strives to achieve balance in his life by embracing all forms of art 
and constantly broadening the scope of his vision. He continues to support 

and enjoy the opera, live theater, performing arts and Broadway shows— 
and, as always, he maintains his enthusiasm for exotic travel. 

The Background 
Purchased specifically for our new contemporary home in 2014, this 
large format (61″h x 51″w) mixed media on wood piece has varied 
textures and features deeply saturated colors which actually serve as 
the color palette for the living and dining rooms. The blur effect in the 
black (with a hint of brown in very bright light) and white area on the 
right side of the piece is actually an optical illusion. When these lines are 
inspected up close, they are high contrast, sharply defined edges.
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Mountain Lake – Louis F. Davis, Jr.
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Mountain Path – Louis F. Davis, Jr.
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Mountain Shack Photograph of the actual mountain shack
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Louis F. Davis, Jr. 
The Background 
Before the McTyson’s met, Steve had purchased a mountain house in Topton, NC, as a place of escape from all things urban. He bought the 
house from Louis Davis, an artist, who, along with his wife, was retiring to Florida. Three of Louis’ pieces came with the house. One features an 
old dilapidated shed that remained on the 
property when we sold it in 2008. The two 
other pieces feature local natural beauty. 

When preparing these informational pages 
related to each of the artists on display @The 
Hi, we noticed something mysterious. The 
paintings we believed to have been painted by 
Mr. Davis are each signed “Freeman.” Who is 
Freeman? And if that were not confusing 
enough, each watercolor has a tag on the back 
of it that makes them even more mysterious to 
us. (See the artist section for more information.) 

Mr. Davis was an elderly man when he sold 
Steve the mountain house, and today we have 
lost touch with him. (His email address is no 
longer valid.) While we will probably never 
know the exact details of who painted these 
delightful watercolors of Topton, NC, they will 
always remind us of the tranquil beauty of that 
lovely area. 

The Artist 
This is the business card attached to the back of each watercolor bearing the signature 
“Freeman”. The business card doesn’t make it any clearer as to authorship of the pieces. Was 
Freeman and Mr. Davis one and the same person? Did Mr. Davis had a business relationship with 
the artist, selling Freeman’s work? Was Freeman Mr. Davis wife’s maiden name and she the 
painter? Was Freeman commissioned to paint the pieces for Mr. Davis? 

I hate that we will probably never solve the mystery of who painted the three lovely watercolors 
from the Topton mountain house. What is certain is that the shack in the above watercolor is a 
rendition of the actual shack that was on that property while we owned it. Some artist stood 
there and painted it, capturing that time and place for us to continue to enjoy even though we 
will probably never make our way back up to the old mountain house.

The Mountain House



 16

Flow of Life – Lori Deese
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Lori Deese 

The Background 
Steve became good friends with Lori Deese at the dawn of the 21st 
century. Fifteen years as of this writing: Time flies! 

The Artist 
Lori Deese, a native of a small town in rural Alabama, has never lost 
her southern charm and genuine sweetness. 

Lori is a free thinker, and her lifestyle made a move to Atlanta 
inevitable.  She frequently pays the bills by selling real estate, and in 
the financial crisis she began selling shoes at Bloomingdale’s as well. 
However, her true love remains painting, where she gets to express the 
many emotions running through her soul.

  From Lori’s Website 

   Divinely Guided 

 A gift … 
 a gift i love to give… 
 a gift i have received. 

 Beauty, passion, life… 
 a channel for creativity, for inspiration. 
  
 Painting is my connection… 
 my connection to each stroke… 
 brightening the world with depth and color. 
  
 For me, painting just feels right. 
 It is a passion… 
 an obsession, a need to create, a dream. 
  
 Both humbled & grateful… 
 I feel more alive than ever before! 
 I feel more alive than ever before! 
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Betula Silvas – Karen Dupre
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Karen Dupre 
The Artist 
Dupre was born in L.A. County, California. She is a self-taught artist 
whose first inspiration stemmed from 
her interest in horses. This 
fascination quickly led her to 
translate the powerful splendor of 
these animals and other wildlife into 
drawing. At age nine, she began 
working in pastels, which soon 
progressed into the use of other 
mediums, primarily acrylic paints. 

Artistic inspiration comes to the 
artist from a variety of sources, 
especially from Nineteenth Century 
artists Gustav Klimt, Claude Monet, 
Frederic Remington, Auguste Renoir, 
and John Singer Sargent. She is also 
drawn to the illustrative work of N.C. 
Wyeth, whose children’s illustration 
and advertising art proliferated 
during the early Twentieth Century. 
But it is the Nineteenth Century 
which holds a special interest for 
Dupre as a time when artists were 
challenging the established ideals 
and shaping their own schools of 
artistic thought. Reflecting that 
daring thinking, Dupre strives to 
expand her artistic expression and 
style, both in color and composition, never limiting herself to 
conventional artistic standards. And although she has broadened 
her repertoire in recent years to include landscapes, still-life and 
figurative painting, she has never abandoned her love of the wildlife 
that first sparked her imagination. 

Dupre’s paintings reflect her versatility with a variety of subject 
matter, ranging from calm landscapes and pristine table settings to 
bold images of exotic animals. Whether she paints tranquil little sail  

boats against a dazzling sky or elegant people at play, there is 
always a sense of harmony and 
balance in her work. The subtle 
brushwork which she uses to render 
the play of light and shadow allow 
her to adeptly capture a fleeting 
moment in time and transport the 
viewer to that place of serenity. 
Dupre’s unique style handsomely 
demonstrates her ability to 
transcend traditional parameters and 
to continually challenge herself to 
find new and exciting avenues of 
expression. 

Dupre has been a world traveler and 
would like to plan a tour of Great 
Britain, anxious to paint the 
landscape, rich with history and 
beauty. In addition to her art, Dupre 
enjoys archery and singing. She 
spends much of her time behind the 
microphone and when she is not at 
the easel painting, it is very likely 
that she can be found on stage 
before a live and captivated 
audience. 

The Background 
Finding a piece with a sufficient scale appropriately for the entire 
back wall in the dining room was a bit of a challenge; so, we had 
one specially made for the wall. We had seen this piece, Betula 
Silvas, in a smaller form and asked if the artist, Karen Dupre, could 
make it in the larger size the wall needed. Three months later, this 
piece arrived at the house.
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Bicycle – Paul Flack
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Angel – Paul Flack

Flying Pig – Paul Flack

Rubber Duck – Paul Flack
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Rubber Duck – Paul Flack
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Paul Flack 

The Artist 
An Atlanta-based artist, Paul Flack’s work fuses urban, suburban 
and rural influences combining them with spiritual overtones to 
create images that promise possibility despite challenging 
circumstances. Paul’s artistic style entirely reflects his mosaic-like 
life story. 

In the early 1990s, Flack attended a folk art exhibition for the first 
time. There he was introduced to the art of Robyn “The Beaver” 
Beverland. Flack was deeply impressed by what he viewed as “the 
unobstructed, pure, soul-bearing  communion between the art and 
artist” that Beverland’s art represented. He was equally inspired by 
the work of other visionary artists whose work was displayed – 
most notably, Reverend Howard Finster, who had risen to global 
fame through his art. Flack perceived a level of “truth” in these 
artists and their work which was not present in other aspects of his 
life. 

Why Angels? 
Flack’s life was spared from a debilitating disease. A new 
understanding of service to God and others overwhelmed the 
philosophy of his second chance at life. What better way to 
communicate the presence of mankind’s hidden spiritual side than 
portraying the common denominator of the New Testament, the 
Old Testament and the Koran…angels! 

Technique 
Currently, Flack works with a variety of household tools such as 
used spray bottles, catsup containers, discarded toothbrushes and 
the like, to create images. A favorite medium of Flack’s is joint 
compound on OSB (Oriented Strand Board), sometimes inset with 
mirrors and other found objects. 

The Background 
Steve knew Paul and acquired a folk art angel from him 
around the turn of the century. Tim always liked the quixotic, 
quirky but positive energy the angel piece conveyed. Upon 

returning to Atlanta in 2014, Tim thought they should see 
what Paul was currently producing and drove out to his 
home studio in Vinings. 

Paul is a very tall, warm, ambling fellow who seems to just 
gently flow through physical space as he moves about, and 
the home studio of he and his wife (also an artist) is 
delightful: filled with varied and highly textured fabrics, 
baubles, found pieces, paints and the artwork all of these 
things produce. As a result of Tim’s visit, the McTysons have 
added four more playful pieces to their collection: a bicycle, 
two different rubber duck pieces, and a flying pig. Everyone 
needs a flying pig.
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Spring – Helen Marie Dooley Ivey
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Winter – Helen Marie Dooley Ivey Summer – Helen Marie Dooley Ivey
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Fall – Helen Marie Dooley Ivey
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Helen Marie Dooley Ivey   (1921 – 2012, age 91) 

The Artist 
A vivacious spirit with a astonishing zest for life, Helen was 
anything but a typical woman for her time. She lived alone at 
the age of 91 but had picked out a place to which she 
planned to retire when she “got really old.” 

Helen came of age as World War 
II threatened the safety of the 
US and Helen’s spirited world in 
the New York City area.  Unlike 
most women of her time, she 
elected to join the military 
forces, eventually enrolling in the 
Waves, as part of the US Navy. 
Much of her work focused on 
following a German spy during 
most of the war. 

After the war, she remained a 
free spirit, and stayed single for 
most of her life, choosing to 
travel the world, including 
ventures to such exotic spots as 
Uzbekistan, Libya and Kenya. 
 On holiday in Italy, she 
unexpectedly fell in love and 
married a British citizen shortly 
after she retired in her mid-60s. 

Unfortunately, her husband was stricken with cancer shortly 
after they married, and Helen looked for other ways to enjoy 
life during her golden years.  She took a painting class and, 
having enjoyed it immensely, painted some 50-60 scenes, 
often using other works of art as her starting point. 

Starting in her teen years in the 1930s, right up until the day 
of her death in late 2012, Helen kept a detailed journal of her 
life.  Steve has started publishing many of these journal 
entries, and her vivacious spirit and way with words has 

attracted a loyal, international 
internet following.  No doubt, 
she would be thrilled. 

Her paintings always reflected 
her bright, open, outgoing spirit 
of wonder and delight – that 
unique energy and genuine joie 
de vivre. 

The Background 
These four pieces were acquired 
in 2012 at the unexpected 
passing of Steve’s beloved Aunt 
Helen. Tim and Steve flew to 
New York for Helen’s funeral on 
the day Hurricane Sandy came 
ashore. We celebrated her life 
while standing atop the 
extremely windy hill in Calvary 
Cemetery where she was 
interned while the hurricane’s 
dark, swirling clouds, wind, and 

rain bore down on the city skyline—a fitting, dramatic 
backdrop to a life lived to the fullest to the very end! 

One of her paintings, changed seasonally, greets us every 
day as we exit the master bedroom, reminding us to emulate 
Helen’s enthusiastic celebration of each day.

Steve and his Aunt Helen (2009)
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La La Land stained glass window – Art Johnson
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Art Johnson 
The Artist 
Art, a pleasant and easy going fellow, was born in 1949 in Torrance, California. He’s not just a designer 
and visual artist working with glass, he and his wife are also local musicians. His interest in art glass 
designs began in the 1970’s when he worked for 7 years with his uncle, in Florida, building Disney 
World’s Art Glass Masterpieces. 

With over 30 years of experience, Art offers glass carving, cast glass, and stained glass work. You can 
see his work at his web address. I especially like his frosted glass etchings; they are simply gorgeous! 
He took our printout to him, and he created an astonishing likeness in stained glass. This work, which 
we call LA LA Land, has hung in our homes in Los Angeles, Sausalito, and now Atlanta. If you ever 
want original handcrafted glass work, Art is unquestionably the person to contact! 

The Background 
We moved to LA LA Land (Los Angeles) in 2007. Living in the land of appearances was a new 

experience, to be sure. On the first day of unpacking we were listening 
to the house radio and were astonished by the number of ads that 
began like this:  “Give her what she’s always wanted: the complete wife 
make-over. The complete wife make-over includes facelift, breast 
augmentation, tummy tuck, butt reduction or augmentation, …” 

The plastic surgeons seem desperate because everyone in LA LA Land 
has perfect bodies. How do they find the time?! 

And while our next door neighbors didn’t have a single fat cell 
between them both (serious runners and cyclists), we had no need to 
look directly into their bedroom from our stairs going to the second 
floor. The houses in LA LA Land are so close you can reach out of your 
window and touch your neighbors if they are reaching out of their 
window: insanely close lot lines built on every available inch. 

The window in the stairway was a very large window! What to do? 
Stained glass to the rescue. We found Works of Art (clever name as his 
name is Art Johnson) on the Pacific Coast Highway in Redondo Beach. 
I found this image online, shown above, bought the rights to it, and 
had this window made by Art Johnson.

Lori and Art Johnson

The inspiration for La La Land
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Alexander the Great – Igli Jorgo
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Igli Jorgo 
The Artist 
Albanian painter Igli Jorgo is a modern artist who paints 
classically in spirit and modern in creation thus developing a 
new relationship between forms and space. He gathers an 
abundance of figure elements from classical images and 
transcribes them with a descriptive efficacy. The stylistic, 
expressive gamut of his work is as exceptional as it is 
uncommon. 

Igli Jorgo was born in Tirana, Albania. He studied with 
Professor N.Bakalli; He is a graduate of the School of Art in 
Tirana (1985). In  1989 he earned a degree in Painting and 
Design from the Academy of Fine Arts in Tirana. In 2008 he 
received the Recognition of Degrees as equivalent with the 
ASFA Athens. 

Igli’s works are in the National Gallery of Albania and in 
private collections in Greece and abroad. In 1991 he moved to 

Athens where he now lives and works. 

Igli has had a dramatic transition in his style. His new style is 
completely different and exceptionally fresh. 

The Background 
In November of 2003, Tim and company were romping 
around the Plaka under the shadow of the Acropolis in 
Athen, Greece, and stumbled into the Pandora Art Gallery. 
He was taken with the dramatic work of Athen’s artist Igli 
Jorgo, specifically his paintings resembling classic statuary. 
He bought this piece and had it shipped home.



 32

Pink Cloud – Tim Knoll



 33

Tim Knoll (1947 – 2012, age 65) 
The Artist and Background Information 
Tim Knoll was a long time Pittsburgh resident who moved to Atlanta in early 2000 when his 
partner’s job transferred him to Atlanta. Steve met the artist when he decided to join AA, after 
several embarrassing episodes from his drinking. 

Steve was on hand when Tim Knoll went through a major crisis in his life, as his partner committed 
suicide after he lost his job (after having been transferred to Atlanta for that job). Tim gave this 
watercolor to Steve as a thank you for his support during those very difficult, painful times. 

The water color is titled “Pink Cloud,” referring to a phrase in early recovery (that rarely lasts) 
when everything seems wonderful when the damaging chemicals are no longer present. 

Dr. Tyson loves this 
small piece for a 
reason completely 
unrelated to its 
creation and original 
artistic inspiration. 
Seeing it every day, 

he finds numerous faces of people, animals, even 
cartoon characters throughout it. In the 
photographs to the right you will see (from left to 
right) a dog, a human face, and a hippie smoking a 
pipe. These are highlighted and a bit accented with 
lines to accentuate the faces in the picture. Tim 
also sees a horse, cats, cartoon characters (even 
Bart Simpson) and several other faces as well. 

How many faces do you find?
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Astride – Katherine Mares
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Katherine Mares 
The Artist 
Katherine Mares and family, former Czech natives, came to the United States in the mid 1950’s, to escape 
the turmoil and uncertainty in the former republic. 

With virtually no family in the United States, they moved around quite often to seek a better life for the 
family, and finally settled in Plano, Texas. 
As a young woman, Katherine was always attracted to the visual arts, but had a difficult time getting formal 
training due to the financial constraints of the family.  So the alternative was to initiate informal training on 
her own. 

The artist started to copy known pieces of works from books she borrowed from the library.  With limited 
supplies she started to paint. At first she painted caricatures before she then moved on to still life and 
landscapes. After she achieved confidence in her work, she settled into her favorite genre: contemporary 
art. 

The Background 
Those who know Steve well know that he has an insatiable love of rich, vibrant colors: no black or white 
cars for him, thank you very much!. After breaking free from untold years of wearing the official “Steve 
Uniform” of black socks, black shoes, black pants, white shirt, and conservative tie every day to work, 
there’s been no controlling him, despite Tim’s very best efforts. He now wears wild socks, crazy shoes, and 
insanely trend-setting glasses. (Admittedly, he flat refused to buy his crazy-popular glasses frames for an 
entire hour. Tim finally wore him down while in a complete state of blindness in the San Francisco 
optometrist’s shop. His glasses, yes, those glasses, are a hit everywhere he goes: “Can I take a picture of 
them? I just have to have a pair just like them! Where did you get them?”) 

So, when we moved into the new Atlanta house in 2014, decorating his office required bold statements of 
color, and color he got. The piece, Astride, adorns a bright yellow wall. The filing system in his office is 
lavender and white, found in Astride. The leather chairs are royal blue. And everyone has a large, vibrant 
metal frog hanging in the office, right?
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Conrad the Kat – Amanda Mattison
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Amanda Mattison 
The Artist 
Amanda Mattison is an artist based in Alpharetta, Georgia.  Originally from 
Jacksonville, she studied at the University of Florida, University of Central Florida 
and Central Michigan University.  Her “day job” is running a private tutoring service 
for students in the North Fulton area of metro Atlanta, taking them from 6th grade 
through graduation from high school.  In Washington DC, in 2014, she married her 
wife Gigi, also an educator. 

Her private passion, however, is painting and the arts, with a particular focus on 
animals and nature. 

The Background 
Steve met Amanda through a mutual charity, and she loved Tim’s photo Steve 
shared of Conrad doing what he does best in the warm sunlight: sleeping.  That 
photo was the inspiration for the painting currently displayed in Steve’s office.
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iPhone Montage – Steve McKenna
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Steve McKenna 
The Artist 
Steve loves color. No, Steve really loves 
color. This fact is very odd because once 
upon a time he wore black shoes, black 
socks, a white shirt, and a black suit to 
work every day. No, really: every day. The 
daily tie was a variation on a theme: 
boring. 

Steve has an SLR. He rarely ever used it, 
preferring the superior image quality and 
image control of the disposable camera—
no particular brand required: just whatever 
was on sale. Yes, simply the cheapest one 
will do. Tim has given Steve 2 DSLRs. He 
has never used them—too big, too heavy. 
The disposable was so much better. 

Tim bought Steve 2 small digital cameras. 
Steve used them some. He “sorta” liked 
them. He destroyed the first one. This was 
alleged to have been an accident. 

Then Steve got a pacemaker upgrade and 
was able to get his first cell phone—an 
iPhone. He had always pontificated his 
loathing about how people used their 
phones all of the time. Now he uses his 
smartphone all of the time, mostly, to take 
pictures and share them. He loves, no, I 
mean he really, really, really loves taking 
pictures with his iPhone! This simple act 
actually brings my sweet husband great 
joy. He can’t stop taking pictures, literally every day. (He also now 
dresses very stylishly! Look at those fabulous glasses!  

Guess who picked those out and who 
refused to buy them for about an hour! 
Look at his insane socks. Who buys these 
for Steve?) 

Even though Steve literally quietly sneaks 
around (so Tim will not see the various 
hidden photo opportunities he secretly 
spies) taking pictures, and now takes 
really good pictures, Tim is very, very 
happy because Tim thrives most seeing 
Steve very, very happy. (All but 2 of the 
pictures in the montage were shot on the 
photographer’s iPhones through the 
years.) 

Ah. Those simple things in life. 

The Background 
Yes. It can be hard to be Tim. When we 
first met, Steve used a disposable camera 
and had no concept of framing a 
photograph and finding an interesting 
subject. Obviously, after ceaseless 
needling, things have changed. Now, Steve 
takes better pictures than Tim. 

What’s his secret? He uses his iPhone. 
Almost all of the photos in Steve’s 
Montage were shot with his phones. The 
phone delivers pictures with significant 
limitations but has one huge bonus: it’s 

always right there ready to capture the moment. 

Each photo in Steve’s Montage is a 12″ square canvas evenly spaced 
on the wall. Picking just 16 of his 50,000 plus photos for this 
montage was no small task.
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Sunning – Igor Medvedev
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Magenta Splash – Igor Medvedev
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Magenta Splash – Igor Medvedev
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Igor Medvedev 
The Artist 
Igor Medvedev was born in Novopskov City, in the Lugansk 
region of Eastern Ukraine. He graduated from the Moscow 
Institute of Electronic Technology with a degree in Physical 
Chemistry and went on to work as an engineer for the next 3 
years. While working, he began studying art history at the 
Open University of the Soviet Union, eventually leaving 
engineering to become a teacher of fine art at a local 
college. 

Since 1990 Igor has been painting 
full time and exhibiting his work in 
various galleries and salons. His 
first solo exhibition took place in 
November, 1990, at the Lithuanian 
State Youth Theater in Vilnius. His 
paintings are regularly displayed 
at the galleries “Kitai Gorod” and 
“Fleyta” in Moscow and at the 
Prefecture of Zelenograd. Many of 
Igor Medvedev’s works have also 
been acquired by private 
collectors. 

In his paintings, the viewer is 
drawn into a world dominated by 
serene beauty, balance and order. 
Strong clean forms and dramatic 
use of light and shadow are the hallmark of his warm, 
expressive style. The light of the Mediterranean, its ambience 
and the sense of history found there is what inspires him. 
Rapidly disappearing towns and villages signal a loss of 
dialogue with the past and it is with this sense of urgency 
that Medvedev seeks to document his vision. 

His theme is ecology and the preservation of ancient cities. 
He travels extensively in Greece, Spain, Morocco and Turkey 
and many of the places he paints are thousands of years old. 
He has found them destroyed by development and tourism. 
He said he has often heard the sound of bulldozing even as 
he is still painting. 

His richly textured surfaces are a surprise to the viewer and 
convey a sense of subtle balance and color. His unique 
compositions and subtle use of shadow, line and form evoke 
a timeless quality of images somehow familiar to us even 

though we may have never seen 
them before. In Medvedev’s art the 
viewer finds an astonishing 
balance of rigorous formal and 
technical brilliance, combined with 
exceptional mood, message and 
poignancy. 

The Background 
Before ever seeing the astonishing 
beauty of the Greek isles in the 
Aegean and Mediterranean Seas 
firsthand, which these pieces 
portray, Tim had a love for the 
remarkable beauty so typical to 
that area of the world. Tim 
acquired these signed, limited 
edition serigraphs on paper in 
2003 while actually cruising the 
Caribbean. 

A few years later he visited the Aegean and Mediterranean 
seas. Santorini immediately became his favorite place in the 
world. In 2013 he returned with his husband, Steve. 

Magenta Splash looks very much like any number of places 
on that gorgeous volcanic Greek isle.
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Greek Alley – Georges Meis

Colorful Pots – Georges Meis



 45

Church Bells – Georges Meis
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Greek Patio – Georges Meis
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Georges Meis 
The Artist 
The 3000 bare, rocky outcrops which 
emerge from the blue Aegean are the 
raw material for the Greek 
photographer, Georges Meis. 
Although he shot photographs from 
the age of 14, he only became 
seriously involved with photography 
while, reluctantly, studying to be an 
electrician. 

In 1973 Georges’ passion to center his life around 
photography could no longer be ignored. He left for Paris, 
where he widened his scenic palette and expanded the range 
of his photographic experience. 

Having realized his goals, Georges returned to Greece to 
establish his name in fashion photography. At the peak of his 

success, still not satisfied, he gave up hype and 
commercialism of fashion photography to concentrate solely 
on creating fine art photographic prints. 

Cameras in hand, Georges walks the length and breadth of 
the Greek isles, seeking out the hidden corners, the 
inconsequential details of everyday life. The warmth of the 
Greek people speaks through a worn mat, a well-trodden 
stairway, an open door. Georges has become a renowned 
photographer worldwide. 

The Background 
One sun-soaked, yet cool and breezy November day in 2003, 
Tim picked up these Georges Meis photographic prints at the 
Old Port landing in Thira, Santorini, Greece, while waiting for 
a skiff to take him back to his ship holding fast in the water-
filled caldera. Tim had spent this flawless day hiking along 
the Santorini caldera shooting his own photos. Enchanted 
with the volcanic island, he vowed to return. He did so with 
his husband, Steve, in 2013.
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Op Art – Unknown Op Art – Unknown
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Op Art 
The Artist 
Op art is a perceptual 
experience related to 
how vision functions. It 
is a dynamic visual art, 
stemming from a 
discordant figure-
ground relationship 
that causes the two 
planes to be in a tense 
and contradictory 
juxtaposition. Op art is 
created in two primary 
ways. The best known 
method is the creation 
of effects through the 
use of pattern and line. 
Often these paintings 
are black-and-white, or 
otherwise grisaille, as in 
Bridget Riley’s famous 
painting, Current 
(1964), on the cover of 
The Responsive Eye 
catalogue; here, black 

and white wavy lines are placed close to one another on the canvas 
surface, creating such a volatile figure-ground relationship that 
one’s eyes begin to hurt. 

These two prints, featured on the set of Mad Men, in Roger 
Sterling’s new office, are more subtle psychedelic examples of the 
Op Art style Bridget Riley popularized. 

Riley has been given honorary doctorates by Oxford (1993) and 
Cambridge (1995). In 2003, she was awarded the Praemium 
Imperiale, and in 1998 she became one of only 65 Companions of 
Honour in Britain. As a board member of the National Gallery in the 
1980s, she blocked Margaret Thatcher’s plan to give an adjoining 

piece of property over to developers and thus helped ensure the 
construction of the museum’s Sainsbury Wing. Riley has also 
received the international prize for painting at the 1968 Venice 
Biennale, the Kaiserring. of the city of Goslar in 2009 and the 12th 
Rubens Prize of 5.19.0n in 2012. Also in 2012, she became the first 
woman to receive the Sikkens Prize, the Dutch art prize recognizing 
the use of color. 

In 2008, Riley’s Chant 2 (1967), part of the trio shown in the Venice 
Biennale, sold to a private American collector for 22,561,250 (S5.1 
million). 

The Background 
When we first learned we would be moving to the Atlanta area, we 
wanted some very large contemporary art for the walls of a 
contemporary home. Tim saw these Op Art pieces on the set of 
Mad Men (in Roger Sterling’s remodeled office), and fell in love with 
them. After an exhaustive internet search, he found them for sale on 
line.

Bridget Riley’s famous painting, Current 
(1964), on the cover of The Responsive Eye 
catalogue, popularized Op Art

The set of Roger Sterling’s new office in Mad Men
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The King at Rest – Steve Prachyl
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Steve Prachyl 
The Artist 
“Late at night with only a street lamp sliver of silver light coming through a small spot in the blinds, you’ll 
get just a silent shimmer of art, some “ghost art”, perhaps a snapped glimpse of a shape’s sharp edge, or 
perhaps a samurai streak of a sweeping curve, or perhaps a pleasing and faint faint halo in light-lit wisps 
and light-lit edges of shapes and of textures that go dancing about in the pattern of ‘the grind’. 

Because of the light, from all over the room, the shape I ground into a sheet of metal leaps out and into 
your eyes. All of the billion scratches each taking on it’s reflecting job and reflecting it’s own ‘billionth part’ 
of the light back to you. 

This is all part of ‘the plan’, part of ‘the action’….  
tiny scratches scratched into shiny metal.” 

Artist’s Statement 
I grind metal. 

To be more exact, I carefully grind metal. 

The obsessive nature of my art lives loudest in the millions of lines I carve into a sheet of metal. I enjoy the sensation of 
becoming awestruck at just how three dimensional metal can be when I step back and observe, from various angles and 
positions, the effects generated by the refracted light. Tripping out a bit at the thought, I realize how much I enjoy optical art. 

Most often my imagery is inspired by the fleeting glimpse or a complete visualization of what I’d like to see, which leads me to 
the creation of the artwork in real time, with real materials and real processes. Often the art work results from a series of 
experiments; repetitive testing to achieve the illusive imagery initially present in my mind’s eye. 

My intent with the art, is that the viewer, while concentrating on the curve, line, textures and transitions, should get a chance to 
drift off into hypnotic thought, perhaps into a trance like state. Or at the very least achieve a sense of euphoria. 

Ah, a sense of euphoria. I like that… 

The Background 
This piece by Steve Prachyl was added to our collection in 2015. Sometimes we hang it vertically. Sometimes horizontally.
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Silent Bloom – Nakisha Seika
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Nakisa Seika 
The Artist 
Nakisa Seika was born in Tokyo, and her Japanese heritage is infused into every brushstroke in her work. 
 The artist’s graphic images of nature are created using clean, delicate lines and dramatic colors. Her 
paintings are powerful, yet simple and impressive.  Organic transitional paintings depict elegant imagery of 
trees and flowers, an abundance of nature. The addition of resin to her works adds a reflective glass-like 
quality which demands attention. Nakisa’s lush landscapes are heavily influenced by the great American 
painter Andrew Wyeth. 

The artist arrived in the U.S. at age 17. After spending three years in New York, she enrolled at the Atlanta 
College of Art and majored in painting. Immediately after graduating, she began working as a professional 
artist.  She attributes her success to having visited museums constantly as a child and following artists such 
as Picasso and Diego Velazquez. 

Nakisa has become internationally renowned and is housed in numerous collections worldwide.  She has crafted a career in both 
artistic knowledge and cultural deference. 

“We believe eight million spirits live within us. Nature is hiding a lot of them. In Japan we feel closer to nature; it is a part of us.” -
Nakisa Seika 

The Background 
Steve loves color. He loves winter and cold. This piece spoke to him. 

Tim used two of the background colors (the green and the teal blue) as the accent theme for both the living room and dining 
room. The couch pillows alternate blue and green. The lighting in the two rooms often reflects this color scheme as well. The two 
colors are also prominent in Wired, by John Douglas Cline.
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T. Talbert – Newport Beach
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T. Talbert 
The Artist 
Nothing is known about this photographer. 

The Background 
Steve discovered this photo of Newport Beach while on a 
business trip to that Southern California city.  He was locked 
in windowless conference rooms all day and was desperate to 
get out in the open and enjoy the wonderful ocean breezes 
and warm SoCal sun. 

Soon after he’d sunk his toes into the sand, he came upon a 
vendor selling pictures of the golden beach, and the iconic 
life guard stands. This beach picture has been part of the 
McTyson collection ever since, through beach years and 
through those insufferable landlocked years.



 56

Lake View – Virgil Thrasher

Bay Moon – Virgil Thrasher
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Virgil Thrasher 
The Artist 
Regrettably, little information can be found today about 
Virgil Thrasher as he was producing work prior to the 
internet and has no internet presence. Other than numerous 
photographs of his prints, very little can be found online 
about him or his work. At present, this is all that is known: 
Virgil Thrasher was born in Sacramento, California in 1943.  A 
self-taught artist, he exhibited for the first time in 1963 in 
Monterey, California, and he has shown in numerous 
California galleries since that time.  A listing on Craigslist 
once noted: “Mr. Thrasher is a California artist that combines 
art painted on glass scenic background to give a neat 
dimensional effect.” This may have been a very early, 
starving artist “boardwalk” piece. Photos of this type of work 
can be found online. 

Virgil Thrasher Printmaker, Ltd. filed numerous copyrights 
from 1982 – 1984 when he produced numerous limited run 
lithographs. No records are shown after that date. 

Several auction references to Thrasher prints, most of which 
were numbered and appear to be scenes along the California 
coast, can be found on the Internet.  Secondary market 
values range from $25.00 to $125.00.  Internet art galleries 
ask $250.00 plus. 

A Thrasher print has more decorative than collector value.  
Values would be higher in California and along coastal areas, 
the subject matter appealing to those decorating homes in 
these regions. 

California Secretary Of State Business Registration 
Virgil Thrasher/Printmaker, Ltd. is a California Corporation 
filed on September 10, 1981. The company’s filing status is 
listed as Dissolved and its File Number is C1089668. 

The Registered Agent on file for this company was Virgil 
Thrasher who was located at 3399 Crestline Way, Soquel, CA, 
south of San Francisco – about half way between San Jose 
and Monterey. The company’s principal address was the 
same. The company had one principal on record: Virgil 
Thrasher from Soquel CA. 

The Background 
Just out of college, Tim was in desperate need of something 
to hang on the walls that was better than his old “college 
days posters” held to the sheet rock with thumb tacks! Off to 
the frame store in Northgate Mall, Durham, North Carolina, 
where he discovered Virgil Thrasher’s silk screen lithographs.  

These two pieces have always been among his favorites, 
perhaps calling him to eventually live on the northern 
California Pacific coastline, a place he cherishes. Tim has 
prominently displayed these lithographs in every home in 
which he has lived.
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Chips of Note – Robert Tinney
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Robert Tinney 
The Artist 
Robert Frank Tinney (born: 1947 in 
Penn Yan, New York) is an American 
contemporary illustrator known for 
his monthly cover illustrations for 
the microcomputer publication Byte 
magazine spanning over a decade. 
In so doing, Tinney became one of 
the first artists to create a broad yet 
consistent artistic concept for the 
computing world, combining a 
specific artistic style with visual 
metaphor to showcase emerging 
trends in personal computing 
technology. He helped people see 
the relationship of technology to 
their day-to-day lives, making the 
digitally abstract real. 

In late 1975 the phone rang in Robert Tinney’s Houston 
apartment. It was long distance call from Carl Helmers, a 
friend Tinney had met several years earlier. 

“We’ve just started a new magazine called BYTE,” said Carl, 
“and I’m the Editor-in-Chief. Would you be interested in 
illustrating the covers?” Helmers sent Tinney a copy of the 
first issue, September ’75. (One of the ads offered readers a 
whopping “4K RAM for your Altair for only $185 
assembled!”) Tinney heard opportunity knocking, and his 
first BYTE cover appeared on the December 1975 issue, at 
the very beginning of the personal computer revolution. The 
theme of that issue was, “Computers: The Ultimate Toys.” 

Since then Tinney has done well over 100 Byte paintings; his 
popular Byte covers have been shown at the prestigious 
Computer Museum in Boston, and he has received numerous 
awards for the technical excellence and inspired themes of 
his illustrations. His clients include Motorola, Ford Aerospace, 
JDR Microdevices, QNX Software, Actel, Inc., Haestad 
Methods, Information Security Bulletin, and many others. His 
haunting images are among the most recognized in the 
computer industry. 

In later years, as the computer industry turned more and 
more toward the web, Tinney moved into computer graphics, 
producing wholly digital images for Internet companies such 
as WebMovie.Com–a novelty at the time. He has also 
produced 3-D models and animations for multimedia 
entertainment. 

Tinney creates his popular images amidst the bayous and live 
oaks in the heart of Cajun Louisiana. His studios claim the 
upper story of an historic, antebellum country home which 
he and his wife Susan are working to restore. 

The Background 
In the early 1980’s, Tim was incredibly excited about the 
then-new MIDI interface, synthesis, digital notation, and 
sampling technologies that were emerging. He was later to 
use these technologies to arrange, compose, record and 
publish.  

During this time he saw the Byte magazine cover that 
featured the print on the opposite page. When he saw the 
print could be ordered, he did so. Chips of Note has hung in 
his digital music studio ever since.
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Doors of Santorini – Tim Tyson Europe – Tim Tyson
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Montmartre Café – Tim Tyson Fog – Tim 

Mischief – Tim Tyson Self Portrait – Tim Tyson
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Notre Dame – Tim Tyson River Seine Runner – Tim Tyson
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Tim Tyson 
I take pictures—lots and lots of pictures. Tens of thousands 
of pictures. You will find several of my photos around the 
house. 

The Background for the Golden Gate Bridge Shot 
The Golden Gate Bridge was closed to vehicles on its 50th 
anniversary, and revelers celebrated by dancing on the 
bridge. But the festivities became marred with serious 
problems. The bridge was not 
engineered to hold thousands upon 
thousands of people. As more and 
more people crammed onto the 
bridge, it began to sag. As the 
situation grew precarious, authorities 
were unsuccessful clearing the bridge 
as there were simply too many people 
to manage. Thousands of people but 
zero toilets. The crowd became so 
thickly pressed, people who wanted 
to get off of the bridge couldn’t. They 
felt trapped. Some panicked. 

For the 75th anniversary, the bridge 
was closed to both cars and 
pedestrians. The rumor was that the 
Bay Area was to be treated to the 
most spectacular fireworks display in the nation. 

Tim and Steve knew people would be positioned everywhere 
along the coast in hopes of securing the best views of the 
fireworks. For weeks they contemplated where to be the 
night of the celebration and decided they should hike up to 
the top of Slacker Hill in the Marin Headlands. Knowing every 
photographer for miles around would be scoping the area 
out, they hiked in around noon with food, water, snacks,  

chairs, camera equipment, and above all: coats, scarves, and 
gloves. 

Indeed, atop the hill was brutally cold and intensely windy–
almost unbearably so, even with their heavy winter gear. 
Steve was so cold he hiked up/down the hill a total of three 
times simply to keep warm. Slacker Hill is, at the least, a 
moderately strenuous hike. 

A couple of dozen serious photographers had also chosen 
the hill. A couple of women hiked up and shot a video of 

themselves singing, with the 
bridge in the background, Happy 
Birthday to the bridge for one of 
their sons who could not be there 
for the event. 

Amazingly, when the sun went 
down, the wind died down 
completely, and the temperature 
rose dramatically–no more 
freezing wind chill! The fog that 
looked as though it would move 
in from the Pacific Ocean into the 
bay and threaten to ruin the 
fireworks display remained an 
acceptable distance from the 
bridge. 

The Coast Guard cleared the bay. The police cleared the 
bridge. Five barges moved into place. When it was dark, the 
bridge lights were shut off entirely, making the bridge seem 
to completely disappear. Silence. An unusual darkness. 

Then … Kaboom: forty-five minutes of the most stunning 
fireworks display ever! 

The other photographs on display are from trips to Paris and 
the Mediterranean.
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Billy Boys – Jack Vettriano
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Jack Vettriano 
The Artist 
Scottish painter Jack Vettriano is a self-taught artist who started his career 
after receiving a set of water colors from his girlfriend for his 21st birthday. 
Vettriano’s work has been compared to painters Walter Sickert and Edward 
Hopper with a strong film noir influence – his work is reminiscent of movie 
stills, each canvas capturing an intimate, emotionally charged vignette. He 
was awarded an OBE for Services to the Visual Arts and was the subject of 
the documentary “Jack Vettriano: The People’s Painter.” 

His work has not been without significant criticism:  According to The Daily 
Telegraph he has been described as the Jeffrey Archer of the art world, a 
purveyor of “badly conceived soft porn”, and a painter of “dim erotica.” 
According to Vanity Fair, critics say Jack Vettriano paints brainless erotica. 
Sandy Moffat, head of drawing and painting at 

Glasgow School of Art, said: “He can’t paint, he just colours in.” The Guardian’s art critic Jonathan Jones, described Vettriano’s 
paintings as a group as “brainless” and said Vettriano “is not even an artist.” Richard Calvocoressi, when director of the Scottish 
National Gallery of Modern Art, said: “I’d be more than happy to say that we think him an indifferent painter and that he is very 
low down our list of priorities (whether or not we can afford his work, which at the moment we obviously can’t). His ‘popularity’ 
rests on cheap commercial reproductions of his paintings.” 

Well, truth be told, Tim and Steve saw the “cheap, commercial reproduction of his painting” Billy Boys in a frame shop and really 
liked it. They have it prominently and proudly displayed in their collection. 

The Background 
Tim and Steve stumbled into Billy Boys at a frame shop many years ago. Even though it’s a reprint, they just loved it. When Tim 
learned about how the artist was rejected from the artistic community but has become fabulously wealthy from his art work, the 
story was even more interesting.
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Cast Out – June Williams
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June Williams 
The Background and the Artist 
Cast Out was a gift from the artist to Dr. Tyson in 1999. For 
several years June had been insisting Tim visit her studio and 
see her work. She always 
radiated a bright, highly 
animated energy when she 
described her art. She worked 
with watercolors and mixed 
media and started painting 
only later in life. Without 
doubt, she loved painting! 

June always had a vibrant 
sense of color and texture, 
even in the way she dressed 
with the most unique and 
gorgeous beads, baubles, and 
deeply textured and richly 
colored fabrics. Her dress was 
itself an artistic expression. 

Over lunch or coffee, her eyes 
afire, she would lower her 
voice and lean forward as if 
telling a secret as she spoke of 
her awards, her pieces being 
placed in the permanent collections of Georgia Technical 
University, South Georgia Medical Center, and Gwinnett 
Medical Center, her work being featured in the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution and Artist’s Magazine, her award-
winning paintings being exhibited in numerous shows all 
over the United States and earning her the status of 
signature member of the Georgia Watercolor Society. June’s 
eyes glistened with both shock and delight, “You know, Tim, I 
just never imagined anything like this for myself!” Their visits 

always ended the same way, with her warm embrace as she 
said, “I’m so glad we shared this time together.” 

Tim thought that watercolor was …, well, just watercolor. But 
finally, to appease his friend, he agreed to visit her window-
laden studio in her home nestled in the woods above the lake 

below. He was completely 
unprepared for what he 
experienced. Her watercolors 
and collages using fabrics, 
oriental papers, and found 
objects were stunningly 
gorgeous, deeply expressive, 
richly colored and laden with 
meaningfulness. His encounter 
with her work was nothing 
short of arresting. 

June, a gifted artist, had not 
begun painting until 1983, at 
the age of 65. All of those 
early years she had this 
remarkable talent bottled up 
inside of her that had just 
exploded after attending a 
workshop led by Tony Couch. 
She told Tim to pick any 
piece in her gallery that he 

wanted as a personal gift from 
her. She wrote a private message to him on the back, which 
is sealed on the inside of the framing. 

Perhaps most artists are an effervescent energy, but June 
was a special soul whose delightful charm, beautiful 
presence and zest for life was only exceeded by the 
generosity of a life lived to the fullest. At the age of 94 she 
left this world, having made it a more beautiful place. “June, 
I’m so glad we shared those times together.”
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Yaacov Golan – Lighting 
I’ve often heard that “Presentation is everything.” When displaying art, lighting the piece is an essential 
element of presentation. The fixtures and lights themselves used in our home were selected by Yaacov Golan, 
the president of the Lighting Loft, after visiting the house to see the ambient light.  

Yaacov takes the physics and the artistry of lighting very, very seriously. I would love to hear him lecture on 
lighting for presentation! Not only does his store have astonishing lighting pieces, talking with him is 
delightful! The following biographical sketch is from his web site. 

Born and raised in Israel, Yaacov Golan served in the Israeli Navy for seven years as an electrical engineer. 
After his service, he went on to design lighting for the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, where he discovered his 
passion for lighting and developed his talent for design. 

In 1994 Yaacov moved to the U.S. with his wife and young son, and opened 2 stores in the San Francisco-Bay 
area. [While in San Francisco, he worked as the lighting curator for San Francisco’s Museum of Modern Art.] 
After a few years, he discovered an exciting opportunity in Atlanta and relocated here in 1999. Yaacov 
founded the Lighting Loft and opened his first Atlanta store in 2000. Since then, his business has expanded 
significantly, and he now offers one of the most comprehensive collections of contemporary lighting in the 
country. 

A skilled lighting designer, Yaacov is a frequent lecturer at local design schools and colleges. He also serves as an advisor to many major 
lighting manufacturers around the world. 

Yaacov sees lighting as something spiritual — affecting people’s moods and a sense of well-being. Through beautiful lighting, he enhances 
home and work environments, creates positive ambience, and gives new perspective to life.

http://www.lightingloft.com/
http://www.lightingloft.com/our_team.asp
http://www.lightingloft.com/
http://www.lightingloft.com/our_team.asp




Sources include: artists’ websites, Wikipedia, galleries 
selling the artists’ work, artists’ promotional materials, 
public records, and personal experiences with some 
of the artists. 

Photographs of the artwork were all shot by Tim 
Tyson. 
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